PREFACE
/
The true history of a nation is the history of / its literature.    Accounts of battles won or lost, of-kingdoms annexed or surrendered, and of cities built > or destroyed constitute the chronicles of dynasties,, not the history of the people.   The hopes and despairs, / the aspirations and achievements, the culture and arts of a nation are truly and perennially reflected in the magic mirror of literature.   The poets are, therefore, not only   " the^ unack^                               of the   ,;.
world." but also the unchallenged and infallible historians of it. The statement is true to a greater extent with respect to countries whose culture and civilization, on account of their hoary antiquity challenge and evade the feeble peeps of the historian. S Therefore an intimate acquaintance with Sanskrit literature, its contents, and its spirit is of paramount importance not only to the student of Sanskrit but also to the historian, th® sociologist, the politician and the administrator who dtsire to appraise correctly the national individuality of India.